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SUBJECT: US PLAG AT SPM BASE CAMP 

REF: STATE 037523 

1. 1 HAD ASSUMED THAT, ALTER GAMASY'S TURNDOWN OP 
THORNE'S SUGGESTION RE FLYING US PLAG OVER SPM BASE CAMP, 

ANY SUCH IDEA WAS DEAD. PARA 4 OF REFTEL SUGGESTS THIS MAY 
NOT BE THE CASE. IP THIS IS INDEED SO, DEPT SHOULD KNOW THAT PAHMY 
TOO STRONGLY OBJECTED TO IDEA OF US FLAG FLYING WHEN HE 
TALKED TO ME YESTERDAY ABOUT PUBLICITY FOR SFM. GAMASY HAD TOLD 
HIM ABOUT IT AND ALSO OF THE GENERAL'S TURNDOWN. FAHMY POINTEDLY 
NOTED SPM CAMP IS NOT AN AMERICAN BASE AND THERE SHOULD BE NO 
SUGGESTION THAT US CONSIDERS IT TO BE ONE. PLYING US PLAG 
IN SINAI WOULD BE GRIST FOR THE MILL OP ARAB CRITICS OP 
SADAT AND WOULD CAUSE POLITICAL PROBLEMS POR GOE AT HOME AND 
ABROAD. SOME OTHER WAY NOT HAVING SOVEREIGNTY CONNOTATIONS 
SHOULD BE DEVISED TO IDENTITY SFM POSITION. 

2. AT THE TIME I ASSURED FAHMY THAT USG IS MINDFUL OF 
SINSITIVITY OF THIS ISSUE. IP PARA 4 REPTEL IS INTENDED TO 
SUGGEST THAT THE ISSUE IS STILL ALIVE, WE SHOULD BE PREPARED 
POR A MAJOR POLITICAL ROW WITH GOE ON THE SUBJECT. THERE IS 
NO QUESTION THAT EGYPTIANS PROM SADAT ON DOWN WILL REACT 
VIGOROUSLY TO ANY SUCH SUGGESTION. I WOULD HOPE THAT WE ARE 
SINSIBLE ENOUGH NOT TO BROACH IT. 
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